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Medical 
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Science Careers

Will I like the medical laboratory?

After I finish MLT, when can I 
start the MLS program?

Students who succeed in laboratory careers have an aptitude for:

As a certified, employed, MLT AAS, 

you are eligible to apply to St. Cloud 

State University’s MLS program 

offered on the LSC campus.

Students must be able to:

Students should also possess:

• math

• science

•  Work closely with your advisor

•  Plan ahead to meet entrance 

requirements for the MLS 

program4

•  carefully follow written/

oral instructions

•  prioritize work

•  good personal interaction skills

•  moral and intellectual integrity

•  MLT and MLS program 

guide sheets detail 

entrance requirements

Some students begin laboratory 

careers with phlebotomy certificates: 

an excellent option for students who 

are unsure about career choice or 

who want a job in medicine sooner. 

Some coursework is available PSEO 

or CIS. See your advisor.

• medicine

• mechanical and electronic devices

•  work accurately under pressure

•  work independently and as part of a team

•  good fine and gross motor coordination

•  a desire to help people

•  Work closely with high school and/or LSC 

advisors to choose appropriate coursework

•  Some courses for MLT and MLS programs 

are available through CIS or PSEO 

How can I get started?

Anything else I 
should know?

What do MLTs do?

Job Prospects

How can I get a job in a 
medical laboratory?

•  Hematology: counting and identifying cells

•  Performing chemical analysis with 
sophisticated instrumentation

•  Microbiology: preparing samples

•  Matching patient blood types to donors and 
choosing blood units for transfusion

•  Assessing clotting and 
bleeding disorders

•  Blood collection 
(phlebotomy)

MLTs graduate from LSC with entry-level knowledge, and technical skills, 

required for employment in a medical (clinical) laboratory. 

A few examples of MLT responsibilities include:

Currently, there is a shortage of MLT and MLS certified personnel. 

Earning a Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry or Biology is not enough to 

qualify for work in a medical laboratory: requirements are different and 

specific to medicine. You must:

 • graduate from a NAACLS accredited MLT or MLS program

 • pass the ASCP BOC Exam

•  US: MLT/MLS Job growth 
projection-16% (52,000 jobs) 
between 2014 and 2024.2

•  MN: 23.4% projected MLT/MLS 
need between 2012 and 2022 
(767 jobs).3


