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Source Sandwich: Paragraph Structures

It is important to provide your reader/instructor with enough information to show credibility and context
to the sources your use. Providing context and credibility to a source is important to gain the trust of the
reader. The quote must also be smoothly integrated into the paragraph using signal phrases to allow the
reader to know that a quote is coming up. An in-text citation allows the reader to refer to the
corresponding reference list (APA) or works cited (MLA) page. The interpretation of the quote is important
to explain the quote, as well as link it back to the topic sentence or thesis statement to clearly state its

purpose.

Can you eat a sandwich without bread? Sure...but it isn’t as

good! And neither is your essay
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S Introduce your source

and provide context
(1) and credibility (2)

Give your quote or fact (3) and
cite it (4)

Identify how that quote or fact supports
or adds to your paper (5)
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1. Context
Use a topic sentence that introduces the paragraph’s purpose.
2. Credibility

Introduce all sources the first time you use them with the author’s first and last name and the
full title of the source material. Check your instructor’s guidelines for more information.

3. Integration of the Quote
Use signal phrases to connect the quote to the paragraph. See the last page for signal phrase

examples.

Example (using APA): According to Smith, “...” (2020) OR Smith (2020) argues that “...”

4. In-text Citation

Place the in-text citation directly after the quote, paraphrase, or summary. The in-text citation
contains the author’s last name and a page number (MLA) or author’s last name, year, and page

number (APA) if you have it. The punctuation comes directly after the right parenthesis.
Example:
MLA: (Smith 23).
APA: (Smith, 2020). OR (Smith, 2020, p. 2).
5. Interpretation

Explain why you have chosen this particular quote. What does it mean? How/why does it relate

to some aspect of your thesis?
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VERBS SYN SYN SYN SYN SYN SYN SYN SYN
Announce claim mention note point to refer remark report state
Answer react reply respond retort

Approve accept acknowledge admit agree allow confirm endorse praise
Argue disagree disapprove dispute object oppose protest urge

Ask beg demand explore insist investigate plead guestion request
Assume hypothesize imagine imply infer speculate theorize think wonder
Call brand designate label name stamp tag title

Decide agree conclude judge opt for take a stand
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Denounce accuse blame censure condemn correct criticize slander vilify
Deny decline refuse refute reject

Describe characterize compare express formulate report

Discuss analyze comment on conclude debate evaluate review suggest talk about
Explain clarify define demonstrate elaborate expound illustrate make clear portray
Inform acquaint advise caution instruct notify reassure warn

Repeat rehash reiterate restate retell

Say allege assert assert comment enounce pronounce speak voice
Show display emphasize expose indicate manifest note point out reveal
Tell cite narrate quote report review




